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Budget Clients' Main Income Sources Y/E 2008

Widow's ACC
0.3% 1.5%

Domestic Purposes

28.0%

Guaranteed
Retirement

1.7%
2.6%

Unemployment

Invalids

2 4% 13.2%

Other

1.5% 8.3%

Sickness
Student Benefit

Budget Clients' Main Income Sources Y/E 2003
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$21,000 in debt, James and Shirley* were
at a crossroads. On the verge of bank- Living to a tight budget wasn’t easy for them aaréh

. was “nothing to fall back on”, said Shirley and
ruptcy, they hoped for a miracle. James. However they added, “It was a really neat

feeling to buy something and pay cash. You knew

Wrong choices” and circumstances put them intQ '\ w0 moving ahead.”

debt, they explained. Their second child also saffe
from health problems, so that put extra

I With the loan now paid off, James and Shirley man-
pressure on their finances.

age their finances well. They live within their lyed
and while they now use a credit card, they enshat t

Living to a tight budget wasn't it is paid off completely each month, with no iretsr
easy for them as there was GRS
“nothing to fall back on” The Kingdom Resources loan made a huge differnce

to their lives, by freeing them from unmanageable

. : : o debt. They have since been able to go on and buy
Hilills ek 1 el s SMIRTon Es Ceie their own home. Shirley explained that getting the

heard an advertisement for a financial advisor, Whﬂ)an meant ‘everything’ to them, without it shedsai
also happened to be a Kingdom Resources’ volunteawe wouldn't have the house today and we would

Shirley believes that the timing of the message Wahsave declared bankruptcy.

“totally God”. After responding to that advertisemhe

they were soon allocated a budget advisor wh xtract from: Kingdom Resources Newsletter, Octo-
helped them to put together a budget and loan -app er 2008

cation, which was later approved to cover all aith
debt. * Names changed.
The loan was granted with the usual Kingdom Re-

sources restrictions: no hire purchases, no lagngs

credit card accounts closed, in other words ndéurt

unplanned spending.
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Louise’s journey with Kingdom Re-
sources began 15 years ago, with a des-
perate phone call asking for help. Debt
free now for over 11 years, read how her
story began and why she is still involved
with Kingdom Resources, but on the
other side of the coin — as an advisor.

Post natal depression hit Louise hard. It lastedbfo
years, during which time her marriage fell apad an
debts mounted up as she struggled to care for her
two young children, aged 3 and 1.

“My debt wasn’t huge,” said Louise, “But with my
marriage break
up, I was left
with the bills
and that put
even more
stress in my
life.”

Her debt
amounted to
about  $3,000,
owed to differ-
ent businesses
including Farm-
ers, the City
Council and
Barnardos.

She didn’t know where to turn to. Brought up in a
Christian family she had put her faith aside for a
number of years, but while hospitalised for 4 weeks
with depression when her youngest was born, she
had a change of heart.

“l asked a friend to bring me in a Bible, and all |
wanted to do was to read it,” she said. Not long
after, she started going to church in New Brighton,
where it was suggested that she go to Kingdom Re-
sources for help.

“It was massive for me to ask for help. It took ene
good couple of weeks to pick up the phone,” Louise
said. “I1 didn't really think they could help me .t |
was the best single call I've ever made.”

She is really grateful to her budget advisor fot- pu
ting her on the right financial track. “He was bifin

Louise explained with a smile.

“He said, ‘This is your income. These are your out-
goings. They don’t match.” He really got me to face
up to things, like checking my mail box, as it had
got to the point when | didn’t even want to do that

Shortly afterwards she got an interest free loah an
a savings account with Kingdom Resources. “It was
really hard sticking to the budget. Seeing thirgs t
you want and knowing you can’t have them was
really difficult,” she said. However, once she put
her mind to it, budgeting became a lot easier and
she paid off the loan at $30 per week over a period
of 4 years.

But last year her life changed again. “I was redilly
and had to rethink priorities in my life,” explathe
Louise. “I looked back at my life and asked myself,
what have | done for other people?”

Today, a primary school teacher, Louise continues
to stick rigidly to her budget and plans for the fu
ture. With her illness now under control, she made
decision to attend a Kingdom Resources budget
advisors’ training course.

Since Louise’s training, she has had a variety of
clients with different needs, from one just needing
budget to another struggling with about $30,000 of
debt.

“I really enjoy budget advising,” said Louise, “Cieb
is such a monster. It can be overwhelming. | get so

“Debt is such a monster. It can
be overwhelming ...”

much satisfaction out of encouraging them [her
clients], telling them that they're doing OK, and

helping them to get their confidence back, espe-
cially when sometimes the debt is not of their own
making.

Published: Newsletter Winter 2008.
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Consider Your Ways 2007/8
5
Numbers
Venue Date Attend- 7
ing
Aranui _
Breezes Road Oct 20 B
: 2007
Baptist E F
Riccarton Ma
Riccarton Bap- 2003;3 31
tist Church
Beat the Budget Blue Courses
2007/8
Numbers ' ()
Venue Date Attend- 7
ing
Mairehau
Glenmoor Auzgég;a pt 10
School "
Linwood 'l
Linwood Bap- Auzgég;a Pt 16
tist Church
Rangiora "
Rangiora 2'\3)%\/7 10 7
Rugby Club
Hornby
Hornby Pres- Feb/Mar 8
byterian 2008
Church
Aranui
City East F‘Z%/c';gar 11 *
Church
Mairehau May |
Glenmoor 8
School 2008 J !
5
K
M 7 *3
<
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Kathy* is a tough survivor. Brought up in mas catalogue club, however, last year she stopped

Hokitika, she moved to Christchurch as a  that and now puts the same amount of money away

young woman and lived on the streets with ]? acr? week, but makes its spending power go much
urther.

gangs.

“Some of the food I'd get [from the Christmas cata-

However, her life took a turn for the worse 23 wear |ogue] | can get at Pak ‘n’ Save much Cheaper,” she
ago when she had a serious motorcycle accident thagxplained. “I can also get it when | want it, arad n

made her take stock of her life. have it all at one time.”

upe She is very smart with her money and is often seen

ngdom Rgsources Changed hunting out the bargains at garage sales. “Why pay

my life ...” $100 for something, when you could get it for $10,”
she says. “It's just common sense.”

‘I just wanted a fresh start, away from the “| can’t say enough about Kingdom Resources,” said

gangs,"said Kathy. Unable to work, a single mum of kathy ... they’ve been like a family to me, I'd defi
4, with debts mounting up to nearly $5,000 sheddrn pitely recommend them to someone else.”

to the Salvation Army for help. They in turn, perh

in contact with Kingdom Resources. Extract from: Kingdom Resources Newsletter, Au-

; : : tumn 2008.
“Kingdom Resources changed my life,” said Kathy.

“If it wasn’t for them ... I'd have nothing. | wodih’t *Name changed
be sitting in this house ... and have people walking
and saying it feels like a real home.”

“It was hard to learn,” admits Kathy. “Only for the
fact that | had no money ... The relationship | was
in, a violent relationship, didn’t help. He’d want
stuff, but it would always be under my name.”

Now, 10 years on, Kathy says she’d never look
back. “I've left the past behind me. | just want to
go forward with me and my children,and hope-

fully they’ll learn from me.”

Once on the road to budgeting success, Kathy’s
ability to look after her finances is impressive.
Kingdom Resources’ Loans Advisor, Phil, says
“She’s a great example of someone who is com-
mitted to saving for the future and sticking to a
budget”

Kathy's keen eye for a bargain and ability to set
aside money really helps her to get ahead. In spite
of being on an invalids benefit she manages to put
money aside each week to save for Christmas,
repay her car loan, and for any other expenseh, suc
as doctor visits, school trips for the childreraay-
thing else that might come up.

She used to put money aside to go towards a Christ-
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